
DR. BLACK’S FORMULA

Dr. Black‘s formula is based on the

concept of instrument symmetry. This

is achieved by keeping the blade of 

the instrument within 2 mm of the 

longitudinal axis of the handle. Proper

symmetry is necessary to achieve

optimal cutting with minimal effort.

Some instruments, such as margin

trimmers, are constructed with a

cutting edge at an angle other than

a right angle.

In these cases, a fourth number is

integrated into the formula, which

indicates the degree of angle of the

cutting edge to the longitudinal axis

of the handle.
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1/4’’ -  6 .3mm Stainless  Steel  Double  End (Standard)
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